	20:03:05:08.  Settlement prior to recommended order and decision. If, after issuance and service of a written notice of hearing but before the close of the hearing, the charging party and the respondent jointly notify the commission or the hearing examiner in writing that they have agreed to terms of settlement and adjustment, all of which are set forth in detail in the joint notification, the commission or the hearing examiner may order the scheduled hearing date postponed or the hearing recessed if it is already in progress.

	If the terms of settlement and adjustment agreed to by the parties are approved by the commission or the hearing examiner, the commission or the hearing examiner shall have the terms of settlement and adjustment prepared in writing and signed by the parties and by the commission or the hearing examiner. The written agreement has the same status and effect as the executed written terms of settlement and adjustment under §§ 20:03:04:05 and 20:03:04:06.

	If the terms of settlement and adjustment agreed to by the parties are not approved by the commission, it need not sign the written agreement and may close the case as having been settled on terms not approved by them. If this occurs, the commission need not seek enforcement if there is a violation of the terms of settlement and adjustment.
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