	20:06:58:34.  Increased cost exemption. If the application of §§ 20:06:58:01 to 20:06:58:45, inclusive, to a group health plan, or health insurance coverage offered in connection with such plans, results in an increase for the plan year involved of the actual total cost of coverage with respect to medical or surgical benefits and mental health and substance use disorder benefits as determined and certified under § 20:06:58:36 by an amount that exceeds the applicable percentage described in § 20:06:58:36 of the actual total plan costs, the provisions of this section shall not apply to such plan, or coverage, during the following plan year, and such exemption shall apply to the plan, or coverage, for one plan year. An employer or issuer may elect to continue to provide mental health and substance use disorder benefits in compliance with this section with respect to the plan or coverage involved regardless of any increase in total costs.
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