	20:16:19:28.  Privatization of the plant -- Effect on benefits. Any employee, former employee, pensioner, or any other person affected by the privatization of the plant is entitled to the benefits accrued as of the effective date of the privatization, March 16, 2001. For the purposes of determining eligibility for vesting of service credits pursuant to § 20:16:19:30 and for the purposes of determining qualifications for and amount of early retirement pursuant to §§ 20:16:19:08 and 20:16:19:09, years of continuous service with the successor employer shall be counted.
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