	20:78:03:08.  Executive secretary determinations. Upon completion of the review of an application and any associated investigation, the executive secretary may:

	(1)  Summarily issue a license, permit, or certificate if the applicant meets the standards and requirements for licensure established by the applicable statutes or regulations;

	(2)  Recommend the board issue the license, permit, or certificate upon specified terms and conditions; or

	(3)  Recommend the board deny the license, permit, or certification application.

	If the executive secretary recommends issuance of a license, permit, or certificate under specified terms and conditions, or recommends denial of a license, permit, or certificate, the executive secretary shall notify the applicant of the right to contest the executive secretary's recommendation. If contested by the applicant, the executive secretary shall issue a petition for hearing that sets out the recommendation and the reasons for the recommendation, and initiates a contested case hearing. A copy of the petition for hearing shall be sent to the applicant along with a statement that the applicant is entitled to due process rights, including the right to notice and an opportunity to be heard and to be represented by counsel. The executive secretary and applicant may enter into a settlement agreement concerning the recommendation to be made to the board on the application.
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