	67:47:01:10.  Maximum rates payable for child care service costs. Child care costs paid by the department are based on a local market rate survey. Every two years the department shall seek information concerning the type of licensure or certification held by the provider, the number of children in care, the number of children in care who have special needs, the age groups of the children in care, the average number of hours that children spend in care, the days and hours of operation, the types of care offered, the number of child care slots each provider has, and the rates charged for each age group in care.

	To ensure that eligible families have equal access to child care services when compared to those child care services provided to families not eligible for child care assistance, the department shall set the rates at the seventy-fifth percentile of the rates charged by those providers responding to the survey subject to the availability of funds. The established rates are available on the department's website at: http://www.dss.sd.gov/childcare/subsidyprogram/.

	If a child is not in care because the child is ill or on vacation or because the child's parent failed to report an absence, the department may reimburse the child care provider for a maximum of 36 hours a month, for the time the child is not in care. If a child is not in care because the child is attending Head Start or a preschool operated by or under contract with a school district, the department may reimburse the child care provider up to four hours a day for the time the child is not in care. In no case may the department reimburse a provider for more than 210 hours a month for each child in care.

	Source: 18 SDR 112, effective January 9, 1992; 19 SDR 102, effective January 18, 1993; 22 SDR 188, effective July 8, 1996; 24 SDR 30, effective September 14, 1997; 27 SDR 43, effective October 26, 2000; 28 SDR 111, effective February 20, 2002; 33 SDR 152, effective April 4, 2007; 37 SDR 236, effective June 28, 2011.
	General Authority: SDCL 28-1-61(2).
	Law Implemented: SDCL 28-1-60.

	Cross-Reference: Payment rates established, 45 C.F.R. § 98.43(b).

