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Introduced by: Senator Maher and Representatives Olson (Betty), Feickert, Greenfield,
Kirkeby, Lange, and Schrempp

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED, An Act to provide for the creation of the National Guard

Commission.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA:

Section 1. The National Guard Commission, consisting of seven members to be appointed
by the Governor, is hereby established. Members of the commission shall be citizens of the
United States and South Dakota residents. Three of the members shall be honorably discharged
veterans or honorably discharged members of the National Guard. The members of the initial
commission shall be appointed to staggered terms so that three of the initial members are
appointed to two-year terms, two of the initial members are appointed to three-year terms, and
two of the initial members are appointed to four-year terms. Thereafter, appointments shall be
made for terms of four years. If a vacancy on the commission occurs, a successor shall be
appointed to fill out the unexpired term. The commission members shall annually choose a chair
and vice-chair from the commission membership.

Section 2. The National Guard Commission shall be administered under the direction and

supervision of the Department of Military and Veterans' Affairs, but shall retain the
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quasi-judicial, quasi-legislative, advisory, other nonadministrative and special budgetary
functions (as defined in § 1-32-1) otherwise vested in it and shall exercise those functions
independently of the department.

Section 3. Meetings of the National Guard Commission shall be held on call of the
chairman, vice-chairman, director, or of any three of its members, but not less than four times
in a calendar year.

Section 4. Members of the commission shall receive an allowance per day for the time spent
in attending and in traveling to and from meetings of the commission, and expenses and travel
allowance pursuant to § 3-9-2.

Section 5. The National Guard Commission shall consider and advise the Governor on
matters pertaining to the South Dakota National Guard. The commission may hold public
hearings on the proposed establishment, deactivation, or relocation of National Guard units and
on the location or closure of National Guard armories and facilities in the state and on other
matters as determined by the commission. The commission shall advise the Governor on matters
pertaining to the role and impact of the National Guard in the community, employer and
community support for the National Guard, support for family members of deployed or
federally-activated National Guard members, and other matters affecting South Dakota's

National Guard communities and members.



