SENATE COMMEMORATION No. 20

Introduced by: Senators Bradford, Adelstein, Bartling, Dempster, and Garnos and
Representatives Juhnke, Gosch, Iron Cloud 111, Killer, Kirkeby, Kopp, Lucas,
Lust, McLaughlin, Sly, and Verchio

A LEGISLATIVE COMMEMORATION, Commending Ray Hillenbrand of the Prairie Edge
Trading Company and Galleries in Rapid City for his cultural sensitivity and good faith with
respect to South Dakota’s Native American community.

WHEREAS, the late Governor George Mickelson, in the early 1990s, declared a century of
reconciliation between South Dakota’s Native and settler heritage people. However, for many non-
Indian people, listening to American Indian concerns remains a challenge; and

WHEREAS, Ray Hillenbrand, owner of Prairie Edge Trading Company and Galleries,
commissioned a statue to honor Native Americans and placed it outside his Rapid City business, but
many Native Americans objected to the nature of the statue and expressed their concerns to
Hillenbrand; and

WHEREAS, the SANI-T (Society for the Advancement of Native Interests-Today) Board and
members met with Hillenbrand to help him understand that, however well meaning, the statue was
offensive. Hillenbrand listened. He and his employees at Prairie Edge replaced the statue with a new
one that portrays a positive image, that of a Native American grandmother and her grandchild; and

WHEREAS, SANI-T applauded Hillenbrand’s decision. He has demonstrated, by his actions,
constructive cross-cultural listening skills:

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT COMMEMORATED, by the Eighty-fourth Legislature of the State
of South Dakota, that Ray Hillenbrand and his Prairie Edge Trading Company and Galleries of Rapid
City be commended for demonstrating constructive cross-cultural listening skills. Hillenbrand’s and
his Native and settler heritage employees’cultural communication and listening skills can be amodel
to other businesses and organizations throughout South Dakota.
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