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SENATE BILL NO. 59

AN ACT TO INCREASE THE PENALTY FOR THE TRAFFICKING OF VEHICLE LICENSE
PLATES AND DECALS, TO PROHIBIT AND PROVIDE A PENALTY FOR THE

UNAUTHORIZED TRANSFER OF A VEHICLE LICENSE PLATE OR DECAL, AND TO
IMPOSE A PENALTY FOR ALTERING OR FORGING CERTAIN VEHICLE

REGISTRATION CARDS.

A leg i s l a t ive  i n c a rc e r a t i on  f i s c a l  impac t  s t a t emen t  ha s  been  reques ted  on  SB59  due
to  an  i nc r e a s e  o f  a  pena l t y  and  the  e s t ab l i shmen t  o f  new  pena l t i e s.  

T he  m i sdemeanor  pena l t y  i n  th i s  Ac t  i s  an  admin i s t r a t ive  m i sdemeanor.  I t s
p u r p ose  i s  t o  en fo rce  comp l i ance  w i th  the  p rov i s i ons  to  wh i ch  i t  adhe re s.  T h e
o f f ense  i s  no t  l i ke l y  to  be  c r im ina l l y  p ro secut ed ,  and  i n  the  r a r e  c a se  tha t  i t  i s ,  i t
i s  no t  l i ke l y  to  r e su l t  i n  a  j a i l  s en t ence .  Hence ,  i t s  impac t  on  j a i l  pop u l a t i o n s  i s
neg l i g i b l e .

T he  f e lony  pena l t y  i n  th i s  Ac t  i s  a  t r ue  mens  r e a  c r ime ,  and ,  i f  p ro secu t ed ,  cou ld
we l l  r e su l t  i n  a  j a i l  s en t ence .  Howeve r ,  v io l a t i ons  a r e  l i ke l y  to  be  r a r e .  Hence ,  i t s
impac t  on  j a i l  popu l a t i ons  i s  s t a t i s t i c a l l y  i r r e l evan t .
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