
STATE-TRIBAL RELATIONS STUDY COMMITTEE 
 
Study Assignment 
 
The State-Tribal Relations Study Committee held its organizational meeting and 
selected study topics for the 2007 Interim at its first meeting held at the Capitol in 
Pierre on June 4, 2007. The committee decided to address issues related to the 
accreditation of tribal substance abuse programs by the Department of Human 
Services, education issues, trust land policy, and training for tribal law 
enforcement officers. The committee decided to hold at least one meeting on one 
or more South Dakota Indian reservations and stressed the importance of 
holding meetings on reservations.  
  
Summary of Interim 
 
The State-Tribal Relations Study Committee is an ongoing interim committee that 
was created in statute (SDCL 2-6-20) in 1993 as a part of the state’s 
reconciliation efforts. The committee provides a forum within state government 
for discussion by Indians and non-Indians of issues affecting the Native American 
community and issues involving Tribal governments and State government. The 
committee also serves as a way of familiarizing legislators with such issues. 
 
The committee held its organizational meetings in the Capitol in Pierre on June 4, 
2007, with the primary task of selecting a chair and vice chair for the 2007-2008 
interims and selecting study topics for the 2007 Interim. Unlike other interim 
committees, which are temporary and are established to study specific issues, 
the State-Tribal Relations Committee is ongoing and selects its own study topics 
at the beginning of the interim. Committee members, who are appointed for two-
year terms, also select their own chair and vice chair. Representative Kent 
Juhnke, Chair, and Senator Theresa Two Bulls, Vice Chair, were selected for 
those positions for the 2007-2008 Interims. As noted above, the committee at the 
organizational meetings chose to study issues related to the accreditation of 
tribal substance abuse programs by the Department of Human Services, 
education issues, trust land policy, and training for tribal law enforcement 
officers. The committee also heard public testimony on potential study topics. 
  
At the second meeting, which was held on August 13-14, 2005, at the Capitol in 
Pierre, the committee heard presentations by numerous state agencies on 
program and activities affecting Native Americans in South Dakota. Presenters 
included Secretary Deb Bowman, Department of Social Services; Laurie Feiler, 
Department of Corrections; Attorney General Larry Long on the 24/7 Sobriety 
Project; David Wiest, Department of Revenue and Regulation on tax agreements 
between the state and various tribes; Jon Bierne, Division of Criminal 
Investigation, on South Dakota’s Law Enforcement Training Center and training 
of tribal police officers; and Dr. Lon Kightlinger, Department of Health, on Native 
American Health Issues. The committee also heard a presentation by Mr. Tom 



Young of the Office of the Special Trustee for American Indians, Rapid City, 
dealing with trust land issues. The committee also heard public testimony on a 
variety of topics. 
  
The committee’s third meeting was held on October 15-16, 2007.  The October 
15 meeting was held on the Standing Rock Reservation at the Grand River 
Casino west of Mobridge. The October 16 meeting began at the Sisseton-
Wahpeton Oyate’s Dakota Sioux Casino near Watertown and then moved later in 
the morning to tribal headquarters at Agency Village south of Sisseton. At the 
October 15 meeting at Standing Rock, the committee was welcomed by Standing 
Rock Sioux Tribal Chairman Ron His Horse is Thunder. The committee heard a 
presentation by the Department of Human Services that included an overview of 
department programs and activities, particularly those affecting Native 
Americans, and a review of the Department’s Division of Alcohol and Drug Abuse 
related to accreditation of tribal alcohol and drug treatment programs. Mr. Steve 
Emery, Tribal Attorney for the Standing Rock Sioux Tribe, gave a presentation on 
Indian gaming issues and the status of gaming compact negotiations with the 
state.  The committee heard presentations on K-12 education issues by Dr. 
Harold Larson, Superintendent, and Ms. Sacheen Whitetail-Cross, Tribal 
Education Manager, with the Standing Rock/Fort Yates Community Schools. The 
committee also heard a presentation on higher education issues by Dr. Laurel 
Vermillion, President, Sitting Bull College, Fort Yates, ND. The committee took 
public testimony to finish the first day’s session. 
 
The October 16 portion of the third meeting began at the Dakota Sioux Casino 
operated by the Sisseton-Wahpeton Oyate. Mr. Barry Wilfahrt made a 
presentation to the committee on gaming issues and on the tribe’s gaming 
operations and their impacts to northeastern South Dakota. The committee also 
was given a tour of the casino and hotel operation. The committee then traveled 
to Sisseton-Wahpeton Oyate Tribal Headquarters at Agency Village for the 
remainder of the meeting. Sisseton-Wahpeton Oyate Tribal Chairman Michael 
Selvage welcomed the committee and discussed various issues. The tribe then 
made a series of presentations to the committee on tax agreement issues, 
gaming compact issues and negotiations, law enforcement, K-12 education, 
higher education, racism, the tribe’s child protection program, and tribal historic 
preservation. The committee then heard public testimony and discussed 
committee responses to issues raised during the two-day meeting. 
  
Listing of Legislation Adopted 
 
An Act to include Dakota and Nakota with certain requirements for instruction in 
the Lakota language. 
 
A Concurrent Resolution, Supporting the use of video cameras in state and local 
law enforcement vehicles. 
 



A Concurrent Resolution, Urging Congress to provide additional funding for tribal 
historic preservation offices. 
 
Summary of Meeting Dates and Places and Listing of Committee Members 
 
The committee met in the State Capitol in Pierre on June 4, 2007 and August 13-14, 
2007 and on the Standing Rock Reservation on October 15, 2007 and with the Sisseton-
Wahpeton Oyate at Agency Village on October 16, 2007. 
 
Members of the committee include Rep. Kent Juhnke (Chair) and Sen. Theresa 
Two Bulls (Vice Chair); Senators Julie Bartling, Tom Dempster, Cooper Garnos, 
and Tom Katus; and Representatives Jim Bradford, Mark DeVries, Tom Van 
Norman, and Keri Weems. 
  
Committee staff members were Tom Magedanz, Principal Research Analyst; and 






