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JOINT M EM O RIAL SERVICE
Thursday, January 18, 2007, 3:00 p.m . (CT)

House Cham ber

Opening Rem arks Senator M ac M cCracken

Opening Prayer Representative Phyllis Heinem an

Bring Him  Hom e Riggs High School Select M ixed Choir 
Students*

Joint M em orial Resolution Representative M argaret Gillespie

Reading of the Nam es
for Placing of the Roses  Representative Paul Nelson

Elm er E. Flatt Custer House, 1987-1994
Jam es D. Jelbert Spearfish House, 1957-1974
Robert J. Knutson, Jr. Rapid City House, 1971-1978

You Have Raised M e Up Riggs High School Select M ixed Choir
Students

Benediction Representative Gordon How ie

Closing Rem arks Senator Kenneth M cNenny

*Riggs High School Students directed by M r. W ill Hanson, Vocal Director.

NOTE:  The follow ing biographical inform ation has been extrapolated from  the Biographical Directory 
of the South Dakota Legislature (1989) and the South Dakota Legislative M anual  (“Blue Book”) 
(various editions) and is current as of the publication dates.



Fam ily m em bers are 
cordially invited to a 

reception hosted by the 
Capitol Club following 
the Legislator M em orial 

Service.

The reception will be 
held in the Speaker’s 

Lobby 
(behind the House 

Cham ber).



W HEREAS,the Great Ruler of the Universe has ordered a final adjournm ent
in the lives of three form er m em bers of the South Dakota Legislature, nam ely: the 
Honorable Elm er E. Flatt, the Honorable Jam es D. Jelbert, and the Honorable 
Robert J. Knutson, Jr.; and

W HEREAS,in the lives of all these em inent public servants there was noted 
a profound urgency in an unselfish m anner, with trials and vicissitudes often far 
outweighing honors, but with a consciousness that here in a land of freedom  the 
dignity of the individual is suprem e, that justice m ust be dispensed, and that only by 
eternal vigilance and unrelenting effort can self-governm ent of a people be 
preserved; and

W HEREAS,it is fitting that we hum bly honor the m em ory of those who have
thus contributed to the orderly process of governm ent under the Constitution:

NOW , THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED,by the Senate and the House of 
Representatives of the Eighty-second Session of the Legislature of the State of 
South Dakota duly convened in recess session in recognition of the useful lives and 
unfailing devotion to the interests of the State of South Dakota, as well as the 
rectitude of thought and action and fidelity to the highest principles of Am erican 
citizenship by these honorable people, that the Senate and the House of 
Representatives do now pause in their labors out of respect for the m em ory of their 
late fellow associates in the functions of governm ent, and note that in their passing, 
the state they have served so well has suffered a distinct loss,and though their 
labors have ceased and they have been laid to rest, the people of this great state 
have benefited greatly from  the services rendered by them  and they have left upon 
the sands of tim e an inspiring record of devotion to their fellow citizens under the 
guiding hand of Alm ighty God; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED,that this Resolution be printed in the Journals 
of the Senate and the House of Representatives of the Eighty-second Session of the 
Legislature of the State of South Dakota, now assem bled this 18th day of January, 
2007, at Pierre, South Dakota.

Karen Gerdes
Chief Clerk of the House

Trudy Evenstad
Secretary of the Senate

Thomas J. Deadrick
Speaker of the House

Dennis Daugaard
President of the Senate



Elm er E. Flatt

(Republican) Born:  M ay 27, 1928, Q uinn, SD.  
M arried:  Dorothy Coulter.  Children:  M onica Sue, 
Eric Jay, Steve, H.(Topper), Randy Kautzch.  
Rancher/Retired M anager.  M ethodist.  W all High 
School; National School of Business, Rapid City, 
1960; Business Adm inistration, Accounting M ajor.  
W est River Electric Association, W all, SD, 1947-1964.   
M anager, Black Hills Electric Cooperative, Inc., 
Custer, SD, 1964-1984.  U.S. Arm y 1950-1952.  Past 
Chair, Custer County Planning Com m ission. Delegate 
to Republican State Convention, 2 years.  Custer 
Jaycee, Boss of the Year, 1966.  Director, First 
W estern Bank.  M asons; Elks; Am erican Legion 
Rotary Club; Rotary Paul Harris Fellow , 1988.

House -1987-1994



Jam es D. Jelbert

(Republican) Born: April 6, 1917, Sundance, W Y.  
M arried:  M argery Curnow .  Children:  Judy 
Bogestad.

Vice President and m anager, First National Bank of 
the Black Hills, Spearfish; Lutheran. Lead High 
School; BA Degree at the University of W ashington, 
Seattle.  Phi Delta Theta; M asonic Lodge; Lions Club; 
Am erican Legion; VFW .  Past President Greater 
South Dakota Association; Spearfish Cham ber of 
Com m erce; M em ber Upper M idwest Research and 
Developm ent Council; Advisory com m ittee of 
University of South Dakota School of Business; 
W ho’s W ho in South Dakota, in the M idw est in 
Am erican Politics, in Am erican Business; Jaycee 
Boss of the Year; Distinguished Service Award, Keep 
South Dakota G reen Association; Presidential Award, 
Black Hills State College.  Air Force Veteran of W W II 
and Korean Conflict.

House -1957-1974



Robert J. Knutson, Jr.

(Dem ocrat) Born: January 27, 1933, Pipestone, 
M N.  M arried:  Ann E. Sim on.  Children:  
Andrew, Nicholas, Robert III, Nancy, Kristie 
Fladager.

Teacher.  Lutheran. South Dakota State 
University, BA in Science and M asters Degree.  
He was the SDSU M ascot “W earie W illie”, 1963. 
Created the Cobbler Capers, 1960; coached the 
Rapid City Tum bling Team ; Rapid City 
M unicipal Band; Black Hills Sym phony 
Orchestra; Russell M ettler O rchestra Service 
Award, 2005.  Korean W ar, 1953-1955.

House -1971-1978



South Dakota Public Broadcasting 
provided a live audio Webcast of 
the 2007 Legislative Memorial 
Service (at the Legislature’s 
homepage on the Internet).  This 
audio Webcast has been archived 
for future reference.  You may 
access the Webcast the address 
below.

http://legis.state.sd.us/sessions/2007/index.aspx


